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morality - but morality interpreted not in terms of eternity, but
in terms of psychology." He adds "man is full of impulses and
that is good or bad which satisfies the greatest number of
impulses". He wants us to judge aesthetic experience like
Bentham judging happiness. He is doubtless a great critic but
neglects the quality of impulses.

Should art including a piece of acting be didactic or
autotelic (having end or aim in itself)? Bernard Shaw and Tolstoy
express more or less identical views. Art for Art's sake is as
contemptible as eating for the sake of eating or sexual intercourse
for the sake of mere lust. Art must be didactic or it is no more art
than sweet meats are food or lust is love. In 'the Sanity of Art'
Shaw states precisely what he regards as the functions of art.
Art must cultivate and refine our senses until their operations
become highly critical acts which protest against ugliness, noise,
discordant speech, corruption or anything inimical to a cultured
life. Art has a moral purpose as well. In other words, the artiste-
prophet must be a religious teacher or moral instructor instead
of mere confectioner who is easily satisfied in pandering to men's
appetites. Shaw is opposed to Milton's "Cloistered and fugitive
virtue". He says "Ignorance of evil is not virtue but imbecility".

It is true that Art is a counter to the trivialising influences
of life. It is the very antithesis of ugliness and selfishness. Ruskin
wept publicly for the destruction of the Gothic Cathedral or
Venetian Palace or for Swiss lake or English river filled with "old
shoes, obscene crockery and ashes". His sensitive heart could
not tolerate the sight of a beautiful place defiled by ugly things.
Who can think the Ajanta Caves, the Tajmahal, Venus of Milo or
Hermes of Praxiteles ugly? But mere beauty without a moral force
behind it is not worth while. Otherwise, as Plato said The
influence of Art can be as dangerous as the influence of Helen
among the youngsters of Troy". Mimicry has a moral purpose.

According to Nicoll "Drama is imitation of Nature and
life". It is not exactly a copy of nature but a portrayal of life

17